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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings CSHS members! With the aches, pains and doldrums’ associated
with winter still upon us, it is great to see the activities that CSHS has been
involved with, and has planned for the upcoming year. Of immediate interest is
the upcoming CSHS Annual Meeting which is being held on 18 June 2009, at
Laval University. This meeting is providing the opportunity to interact with
horticulturalists from a variety of disciplines and locations as a result of the
integration of our meeting with the ISHS sponsored, Greensys 2009 meeting
and also the Annual Meeting of the Horticulture Research Center at Laval University. Please note that
registration deadline for this event is quickly approaching (March 27). I hope you consider attending
our Annual Meeting, and if you have any thoughts on sessions that we should try to organize for this
meeting (including invited speakers), please let us know.

Dowid Percival; Ph.D.
President of CSHS
dpercival@nsac.ca

Telephone: (902) 893-7852

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER

Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to March 2009 CSHS’s newsletter. The next CSHS annual meeting
will be held with the Joint CSHS/CRH/Greensys 2009 meeting, which will take
place from June 14—19, 2009 in Quebec City, Quebec. Efforts will commence
on the 2009 CSHS awards. CSHS will provide student travel, best oral and
poster contribution awards and invite speakers for the conference. The tentative
date of the next CSHS Board Meeting is June 18, 2009 at Quebec City.

CSHS 2008 Financial Statements:
Balance Sheet Items

Bank - $29,486 - available for Society use.

Bank - Endowment Fund: $1,034 plus $15.00 accrued interest. The investment is a Rate Riser GIC
with the Bank of Montreal, maturing May 25, 2010 and is cashable after May 25, 2008.

Investment Certificates: Macoun Hill — $ 10,648.58 plus $170.00 accrued interest - invested May 17,
2008, in a Bank of Montreal variable rate GIC with interest rate at 2.50%.


mailto:dpercival@nsac.ca

Investment Certificate: $10,056.84 Western Canadian Society for Horticulture - $9,936.84 plus
$120.00 accrued interest invested in a variable rate GIC with interest rate 2.4%. The maturity date is
July 22, 2009.

Prepaid Expenses: $1,707.92 — $450.75 to M. Guellaume Grégoire for translation of the Hortshorts,
$807.69 to Shahrokh Khanizadeh for internet domain name registration and site renewal and $449.49
for six months Directors and Officers Liability insurance.

Accounts Payable: $1,124.72 — $852.72, 2008 expense for AIC 4th. quarter services. $32.51
investment interest due to Macoun Hill fund and the balance of $239.50 is Canadian Journal of Plant
Science subscriptions collected and payable to AIC.

WCSH Fund: $10,056.84 — investment and accrued interest. This is a balance sheet account and as
such will not be treated as income to the Society until further instructions are provided.

Deferred CSHS Fees: $2,245.00 — year 2009 membership fees collected in 2008. This revenue will be
recognized on January 01, 2009.

Plant Canada Report:

At the 2007 Plant Canada meeting held in Saskatchewan, it was decided to hold the Plant Canada
meeting every four years. The next Plant Canada meeting is scheduled to be in Halifax in 2011, and
CSHS is taking a co-sponsoring role with the Canadian Society of Agronomy with this meeting.
Tentative date: July 18—22, 2011.

ISHS Country Membership:

ISHS revised a new Annual Country Membership Fee of €240 (~$360/year) and it was decided that
CSHS would pay the ISHS Country Membership Fee with the understanding that ISHS is to provide an
overview of what services ISHS can provide to CSHS. Once the ISHS Country Membership Fee has
been paid, it is anticipated the next task will be to get CSHS representation on ISHS’s Council. CSHS
will be sending out a “call of interest” by e-mail to CSHS members and may have an election if
sufficient interest in present. If you are interested, please feel free to contact Samir Debnath
(Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA).

CSHS Web Site:

CSHS continued to be very fortunate in having an excellent web site under the maintenance of
Shahrokh Khanizadeh. The site has information on the society, membership information, upcoming
meetings, awards, opportunities, etc. CSHS is also providing space on its server for the Plant Canada
web site. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the web site, please feel free to contact
Shahrokh or other members of the CSHS Executive.

AIC/CSHS International Activities:

An update on the activities of the Ghanaian Institute of Horticulturists (GhIH)/CSHS Dry Season
Vegetable Project was provided by Josee Owen. The objectives for the project have been to improve
irrigated vegetable production in the Upper West Region of Ghana, and support GhIH through
membership, publication of the journal and vibrant student association. The project was extremely
active with outcomes including increased amount and types of vegetables, improved nutrition and
health, increased family income, more employment reduces migration, which reduces AIDS and



Guinea worm infection and greater gender equity. However, the region was hit by severe droughts and
floods.

Scientific Meetings Related to Horticulture:

(1) 2009 - International Symposium on Sustainable Greenhouse Systems Greensys 2009, Hotel Loews
Concord, Quebec City Canada from June 14-18, 2009 (www.greensys2009.com). For more
information contact Dr. Martine Dorais (Doraism@agr,gc.ca) or Dr. André Gosselin
(Andre.Gosselin@crh.ulaval.ca), Tel. 1-418-656-2131 Ext. 2068 or Fax 1-418-656-7871.

(i) Next Plant Canada Meeting. The next CSA/CSHS sponsored Plant Canada meeting will be held in
Halifax in 2011. The tentative date is July 18-22, 2011.

Canadian Journal of Plant Science (CJPS):

An international peer-reviewed journal, shared with the Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA), is the
Society’s principal scientific publication. The CJPS is published 4 times per year (January, April, July
and October) and features sections in Vegetables, Ornamentals and Fruit and Pest Management. An
Application of Technology section provides an excellent vehicle to publish results of applied studies in
all aspects of horticulture. Review articles are published in all areas of plant science and ensure a
continuing high profile for the Journal. CSHS members serve as Associate Editors, and the Editorship
of the journal alternates between CSA and CSHS. Why not take advantage of your CSHS membership
to obtain special discounts on either paper or electronic Internet subscriptions to CJPS? Electronic-only
subscription is a special privilege available only to members and represents a 70% discount on the non-
member rate. Consult the Journal Web site (http://pubs.nrc-cnrc.ge.ca/aic-journals/cjps.html) for further
information.

We encourage all active members to do their best recruiting new members. Please send us your: job
offers, published papers, posters, presentations, questions, suggestions, nominations and any other
relevant information that could be of interest to our members. The CSHS web site and Newsletter are
there for you.

Thank you.

Samiv DebnatiyPhD., P.Ag.

Secretary-Treasurer of CSHS
Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA



http://www.greensys2009.com/
mailto:(Doraism@agr,.gc.ca
mailto:(Andre.Gosselin@crh.ulaval.ca
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Please, do not forget to send your information to Denis Charlebois

Name and contact information of potential corporate members
Name and contact information of teaching institutions (college, university)

Contact us

For more information or for membership forms, contact the executive or:

Secretary-Treasurer

Samir Debnath

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,

PO Box 39088, 308 Brookficld Road

St John's, NL A1E 5Y7
Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA
http://res2.agr.ca/stjohns/emp/debnath_e.htm
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CSHS Annual Meeting/Greensys 2009

June 17 to 19, 2009
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Registration - Before 27th of March, 2009

Name:
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By chack 1o The order of Lay

ity
Planse fll this form and ret.
CSHSICAH annunl moating

Caontro de recherche en horticulture
Université Laval, Pavillon de I'Enviratron,
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Where ?

The CSHS meeting will be held in two locations:
(17 June, 2009)

CSHS/Greensys 2009

Hétel Loews Le Concorde

1225, Cour du Général-Monlcalm

Québec, (Québec) G1R 4WE

Canada

Phone: 1-800-463-5256, WWW loewshotels.com

(18 June, 2009)

CSHS/Hort. Research Center

Université Laval, Pavillon de I'Envirotron,
2480 boul. Hochelaga

Québec Québec G1V 0A6

Canada

Phone: 418-656-2131 X 6788
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Joint CSHS/CRH/GreensyS 2009 meeting
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AccommOdation Université Laval student

residences

Sorne roorms inthe Université Laval student residences have
been reserved so that participarts may stay in Québec City
at alower cost,

Loews Le Concorde Hotel

The Loew s Le Concorde Hotel can be reached from Univer sité
Laval by bus within approsirnately 15 rrinutes.

The special rate of $43 per night is guaranteed based on
roorn availabiliy and consists of a private roorn with a shared
rearn, in single ocoupancy

Thera is also afew private rasms with private bathroom
available 2 the rate of $80 per night in single cccupancy,

These retes include braskfast BUt nok the federal sales tax
(&5T) of 5% and the provincial sales tax (G3T) of 7.5%.
Taret are subjact to changs w ithaut natica The deadline for
reserving a room is May 1,

Rocrn reservations will be accepted on a first-corne, first-

served basis,
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Abstract/Poster format for CSHS Annual Meeting, 2009

Please submit your abstract to: Denis Charlebois, 430 Gouin Blvd., Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu , Quebec
J3B 3E6; Tel: 450-515-2026, Fax: 450-346-7740, Email: Denis.Charlebois@AGR.GC.CA

Format:

Title

(Skip line)

Author(s). Underline the name of the presenting author
Address(es). Use numbers for multiple addresses

(Skip line)

Abstract

Follow this example to present your abstract:
Fruit Phenology of American Elder: Picking the Right Fruits?

Fannie Mathieu® 2, Normand Chevrier' and Denis Charlebois?

'Facul des sciences, Département des sciences biologiques, Université du Québec a Montréal, C.P.
8888, Succursale Centre-ville, Montréal (Québec), H3C 3P8, Canada;

2Agriculture et Agroalimentaire Canada, Centre de recherche et de développement en horticulture, 430,
boulevard Gouin, Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu (Québec), J3B 3E6, Canada

American elder (Sambucus nigra L.), a shrub native to North America, shows great promises as a
functional food. In order to better understand its phenology, fruit development from blooming to full
ripening of the wild type and five cultivars (“Kent”, “Nova”, “Scotia”, “Victoria” and “York™) was
studied over a period of two years. Five maturation stages (blooming, veraison, fruit enlargement,
development of a red color and development of a purple-black color) were defined based on visual
characteristics (shape and coloration). A small but significant difference in the total duration of the
maturation process was observed between the two years. The wild type and the cultivar “York” took
more time to reach maturity than all the other cultivars tested. The wild type required two more weeks
in 2006 than in 2007 while all cultivars only needed two more days. Our results indicate that flowering
in the wild type and all tested cultivars, and fruit development in the tested cultivars are rather
insensitive to yearly variations in environmental conditions. However, fruit development in the wild
type can be adversely affected resulting in a delayed maturation.

Poster format:
Please use the following guidelines to prepare your poster:

Allocated poster space 38”x 54”. The poster MUST NOT exceed these dimensions. Use one of the
standard size formats (24”x 36" or 36" x 48") or any other size either in landscape or portrait as long as
it fits in the allocated space.


mailto:Denis.Charlebois@AGR.GC.CA

Layout suggestion:

Limit the text to about 25 to 50% of the poster space. Use images, photographs and graphs to present
your research. Make a banner to display the title, name and affiliation at top-center of the poster.

Generally, the poster should read from left to right and top to bottom. Number the individuals
paragraphs, panels, boxes, etc. if needed.

The text should be readable from five feet away. Use a minimum font size of 18 points. Lettering for
the title should be large (at least 70-point font). Use all capital letters for the title. Use of the following
format/sections:

Title

Author names and affiliation
Abstract

Introduction

Materials and methods
Result/discussion
Conclusions

References

10



GreenSys 2009
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Québec City and Université Laval will host the International Symposium on High Technology or \
Greenhouse Systems GreenSys 2009 at the Loews Le Concorde Hotel from June 14 to 19.

The meeting will focus on ENERGY and ENVIRONMENT, but will also deal
with sustainability, greenhouse design and management, substrate and
hydroponics, controlled environment agriculture including space cultivation,
cultural practices and plant protection as well as education and training.

With 4 keynote speakers, 25 invited speakers, 145 oral presentations
and posters sessions consisting of more than 150 posters, the scientific
committee is confident that GreenSys 2009 will be a very informative and
interesting symposium for you.

Fhoto : Sophie Pellete
Visit www.greensys2009.com to find more details on the scientific and the technical programs,
the pre and post conference tours as well as the social program that will allow you to discover
Québec's culture, fine cuisine and horticultural industry.

gm Greenhouse system + Robotic and sensors - Crop modelling - HORTIMODEL - CFD - Micro-
E” Controlled Environment Technology and Use - USDA NCERA-101/NE-1035 - Greenhouse
a> management - Fertigation and management of growing media « Plant protection - Sustainable
=mm + Organic crop systems * High tunnels + Product quality - Education and training

Conveners: André Gosselin (Centre de Recherche en Horticulture, Université Laval, Québec, Canada)
Martine Dorais (Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Université Laval, Québec, Canada)

4 pages Greensyaindd 1 - 220108 124205

11



FemamE SPearEr:

Workhride Development of Sustainable Production Systems
in Greenho uses

Dr. Michael Parlla (U C Davis, Dawvis, U350

GREENHOUSE Y STEM SESSION

Presingars:

Dr. Gene Giacomelli (CEAC, University of drizona, Tucson, L54)

Dr. Darnien DeHallzw: (Soil and food engines ing departrment, Université
Lawal, Québec City, Canada)

IrraTED: o ckER:

The development of protected horticultural production
in Asia

Dr. Xu Hiu §5henyang Agricultuml University, Shemang, China)

MODELLING-HORTIMODEL SESSION

Presingars:

Dr. Ep Hewelink {Hodicultuml Pmductions Chaine Grp, Waogzningen
Univerzity, The N ethedands)

D Nadia Bertin (Plantes et systémes de culture horticoles, INRA, Awignon, France]

IReATED: eE HER:

The Use of Crop Models, Genotype x Envimonment Interactions
to Aid Crop Management

Dr. Gerrit Hooge nboom (Biokogical and Agricubtural Enginesring, University
of Geargia, Griffin, U54)

HIGH TUNNEL SESSION

Presingear:

Dr. ChrisWien (Department of Fruit and Yegetable Science, Comell Univer-
sity, Ithaca, Usa)

IrrateD See ez
High Tunnels for the Production of Vegetables, Small Fruits
and Flowers
Dr. Bill Larnont 1De partment of Horticulture, Penn State University, USA)

FERTIGATION AND GROWING MEDIA MANAGEMENT SESSION
Presipenrs:

Dr. Jean Caron {50il and Food Enginesring Department, Univers ité Lawval,
Ouéber City, Canada)

Dr. Mike: Nichok (IR, Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand)

IneaTED SeE ckER:

Irigation and Acration Management in Different Growing Media
D Jean Caron t50il and Food Engineering Departroert, Univers ité Laval,
Ouéber City, Canada)

PLANT PROTECTION SESSION

Presioears:

Dr. Micoke Benharnou (Plant 3cience Department, Université Laval, Québec
City, Canada)

Dr. Jacques Bmdeur (IRBY, Université de Montreal, Montréal, Canada)

IneaTeD Se ckErs:

Greenhouse Qimate: An Important Gonsideration when
Developing Pest Management Prograns for Greenhouse Grops
Dr. Les Shipp [Agricultume and Agri-Food Canada, Harmw, Canada)

Recent Advances in Disease Gontrol of Soilless Media-grown
Plants Using Suppressive Composts

Dr. Wichael Raviv {Department of Ervimnmental Horticufture, lewe a'ar
Reseamh Certer Ramat Yishay kel

:u‘sta'c-h e Lamcures:

VEMITE SPEarER:
Energy Saving:frem Engineering to Crop Management

Dr.Anja Dieleman Mageningen UR Greenhouse Hodiculture, Wageningen,
The flet hedands)

ENERGY SESSION

Presioars:

Dr. Silke Hemrning (Wageningen LR Greenhouse Horticutture Wageningzn,
The Nlet bedands)

Dr. Sadanar Sase (Mational Institute for Rural Enginesring, Tsukuba, Japan)

IhuTED SPe s

Reducing Carbon Emissions from Greenhouse Production
Through the Use of Temperatunz Integration and A ke matire
Sources of Heat

Dr. Steve Adame (Wanwick HRI, University of Warwick, Welles bourng, UE)

Low Enemy Greenhouse — a System Approach
Dr. Hans-Juemen Tantau {Institute of Biokgical Poduction Systemes, Leibniz
Uriversiaet Hannover, Hannower, Gemnany)

OFD SESSION
Presiogr:
Lr. Thierry Boulard (INRA-URIH, Sophis & ntipalis, France)

[reaTED Spemmem:
Advantages and Constraints of Greenhouse CFD Moedelling
Dr.Thierry Boulard {INRA-URIH, ophia Antipolis, France)

GREENHOUSE MANAGEMENT SESSION

Presioar:

Dr. foubin Lheng {Departrment of Ervimnrmental Biology, Uniersity of
Guelph, Guelph, Canada)

IreaTEn SPemcem:
Dr. Leo Mamel i (Plant Research Intemational, Weozningen, The Nethedands)

NEN PRODUCT AND QUALITY SESSION

Presioars:

[r. Blanche Dareerau (Horticultum| Research Centre, Université Lawal,
Québec City, Canada)

Dr. HEEne Gautier {INR, Centre d'Avignon, Svignon, France)

IrTED Seemcms:
Newr Crops for Greenhouse production
Dr. Wlike Michak (IR, Massey University Palmerston North, New fealand)

Production of plant-made vaccines and bio-pharmaceutic ats
Dr. Lowis PVezing (Médicago, Québer City, Canada)

MICROCLIMATE SESSIGN

Presiogars

Dr. Olpver Kaner (Plant Intemational Bessarch, WUR Geenhouse
Horticulture, The Netherands)

Dr. ¥iurning Hao {Agricutture and Agri-Food Canada, Harmw, Canada)

InuTED SPEmkER:
Dr. Constantings Kittas (Department of Agriculture, University of Thessaly,
Magnisia, G eece)

ORGANIC CROP SESSION
Presioar:
Dr. Yitksz | T izl (Ege Unhversity, Bomona-lzmir Turkey)

IMuTED SPEmER:

Problems of 0mani Greenhouse Farming Regarding the
oot Emvironment

imn Voogt (A pplied Plant Research, WUR G eenhouse Horticu Hure,
The Net hedands)
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June 17, 2009

Energy

An analysis of the agriculture energy situation in Québec,
Canada and elsewhere
Eco Ressource, Québec

Heating system with bi and wind: an example in Ontario
(Speaker to be confirmed)

Results of geothermal trials
Ariane Grisey, France

Potential of closed greenhouse in Canada
Peter Klapwijk, Green(, The Netherlands

Sustainable integrated system utilizing biomass
Martine Dorais, AAFC, Québec

Aot hi

Heating system-utilizing bi p on this combustible
Khosla, 5., OMAFRA, Ontario

Greenhouse production in China: the dragon wakes up
Xu Hui, China

Sustainable production in greenhouses: Who can benefit?
Stefania DePascale, Italy

Structure, covering materials and equipments

Supplementary lighting with LED; a progress update
Silke Hemming, The Metherlands

New products and innovations in greenhouse engineering
Gene Glacomell, USA

Optimizing the control of heating, CO, and light in Nordic countries
Gilles Turcotte, Quebec

A vision of future of greenhouse coverings and structures
(Speaker to be confirmed, The Metheriands)

Recirculation of nutrient solutions: new developments
Serge Lequillec, France

Plant-Based Control: Holy Grale or Mission impossible
Peter Kamp, Priva

www.greensys2009.com

June 18, 2009

Flower production in high tunnels
Chiis Wien, Comell University, USA

The labor challenges in floriculture and what to do
Albert Grims, Ontarig

Hew crops, Innovation and trends

The present trends and future packaging in Floriculture
Michel Sénécal, Québec

Cool growing spring crops or how to lower production costs
Jack Williams, USA

Genetic selection criteria’s in floriculture; what will flowers resem-

ble in the future
Will Healy, UsA

New Plants in 2010 - as seen at California Pack Trial
(Speaker to be confirmed)

Production

New technologies in floriculture production
Royal Heins, USA

Phytosanitary control

Biological control of greenhouse pests: Keys to success
0.4, Demers, Bio-best

Energy

Tomato and fish production in the greenhouse
Peter Klapwijk, Green(), The Netherlands

Greenhouse development in Mexico
Heclor Gallagios, Mexico

Greenhouse production in Ontario
Dean Thiessen, Ontario

Hydroponic lettuce production: a world vision
Lue Desrochers, Hydronow inc.

ORGANISED by Under the 0
e aegis of
Wi £ g Ny
Canitra de recharche IQDHG ISHS
an herticalture _—

Sponsors G Foed o PRIVA -

PRIVILEGE  [TAVAE  GDSNeodr Qe
Sponsors [ —

PARTNER magazine 'igemunons

Growing strawberries and raspberries in greenhouses
Kris Goen, Belgium

Lighting of pepper production
Ep Heuvelink, The Netherlands

Biological production of vegetables
Wim Voogt, The Netherlands

Phytosanitary control

Greenhouse production in USA: Importance of bio-safety
(Speaker to be determined, USA}

Production

Producing 150 or 500 fruit/m?/yr: from the lab to reality
(Scandinavian system)
Timo Helle, Finlande

New technigues in vegetable production
Kris Goen, Belgium

220108 124208 |
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Plant Canada

The Eederation ef Canadian Plant Science Socieiies

[Pifposes

To organize and sponsor regular, effective
scientific meetings and workshops under a
national umbrella for plant science and
related disciplines in Canada

To operate and maintain a strong
communication network among Member
Societies and their individual members

To be a strong and effective force for
public education and advocacy in plant and
related sciences

Plant Canada (The Federation of Canadian
Plant Science Societies) is made up of
member societies, not individual scientists.
Any society wishing to join this federation
should contact the current President of the
Board of Directors: Khanizadehs@agr.gc.ca

www.plantcanada.ca

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Mark your calendars

The Plant Canada Board of Directors is i

| made up of a president, secretary,
treasurer, and two representatives
from each of the member societies.

¥ Canadian Botanical Association

v Canadian Society of Plant Physiologists
v" Canadian Phytopathological Society

v" Canadian Weed Science Society

v Canadian Society of Agronomy

v Canadian Society of Horticultural Science

Next Plant Canada Conference - (for all member societies)
Summer 2011

Dear Colleague,

On behalf of the Organising Committee it is our pleasure to invite you to attend the
Plant Canada meeting in Halifax during the summer of 2011. The meeting will be held
in a first class conference environment while providing participants with easy access to
the many entertainment options of this city including the historic waterfront, museums,
galleries, shopping, dining and nightlife. In short we are hoping to entice you to
participate in a meeting with excellent multidisciplinary science, and to also possibly set
aside time for rest and relaxation in the region. Nova Scotia is known as one of the
best vacation destinations in Canada! We look forward to seeing you in Halifax where
Maritime hospitality is guaranteed!

Yousef A. Papadopoulos, Conference Co-Chair & Chairperson of the Organizing Committee
David Percival, Conference Co-Chair
Shahrokh Khanizadeh, Plant Canada President

Directors

President

Dr. Shahrokh Khanizadeh
(CSHS past president)

Hort. Research and Development Centre
430 Gouin Bvd, St-Jean-sur-Richelleu, QC. J3B 3E6
Telephone: (450) 515-2058

Secretary

Dr. Gavin Humphreys
Cereal Research Centre, 195 Dafoe Road, Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2Mm2
Telephone: (204) 984-0123

Treasurer (and Past President)

Dr. Carol Peterson
Depariment of Biology, Waterloo, ON, N2L 3G1
Telephone: (519) 888-4567 ext 33184

Canadian Society of Plant Physiologists
(CSPP)
Dr. Peter K. Pauls (CSPP President)

Department af Plant Agrlculture
Guelph, ON, N1G 2W1
Telephone: (519) 824-4120 ext. 52460

Dr. Carl J. Douglas (CSPP Vice-president)
University of Brilish Golumbia, Department of Botany, 6270 University Bivd
Vancouver, BC, VBT 1Z4

Telaphons: (504) 822-3554

Canadian Botanical Association (CBA)
Dr. Christian Lacroix (CBA President)

Department of Biolagy, University of Princa Edward istand, 550 University
Auentie

Charlottelown, PEI, G1A 4P3

Telephone: (802) 566-0320

Dr. Rodger Evans (CBA President-Elect)

Biology Department, Acadia University, 24 University Avenue, Wolfville,
NS B4P 2RE
Telephane: (902) 5851710

Canadian Phytopathology Society (CPS)
Dr. Jim Menzies (CPS President)

Cereal Ressarch Centra, 195 Dafoe Road,
Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2M8
Telephone: (204) 9835714

Dr. Bruce Gossen (CPS Past-President)
Saskatoon Research Cenlre, 107 Science Place, Saskatoon, SK, S7N 0X2
Telephone: (306) 956-7250

Canadian Weed Science Society (CWSS)
Dr. Len Juras (CWSS 1st Vice-President)

DOW AgroSciences Canada Inc., 101 - 421 Downey Rd,, Saskatoon, SK STN

e
Telephone: (306) 657-3358

Dr. Clarence Swanton (CWSS 1st Vice-
President)

Dept. of Plant Agriculture, Grop Science Bidg
Guelph, ON, N1G 2W1
Telephone: (519) 824-4120 ext. 53302

Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA)
Dr. Shabbtai Bittman (CSA President-Elect)

Agassiz Research Station, 6347 Highway #7
AGASSIZ, BC, VOM 1A0
Telephone: 604-796-1735

Dr. Gavin Humphreys (CSA)

See abave

Canadian Society for Horticultural
Science (CSHS)

Dr. David Percival (CSHS President)

Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Department of Envir, Seiences, Truro, NS,
B2N 5E3
Telephane: (902) 8937852

Dr. Shahrokh Khanizadeh icsss sest aresigeny see saovs

estination Halifax

Visit our web site at www plantCanada.ca or contact any member of our executive

Tentative date: July 18-22, 2011
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GhIH/CSHS Dry Season Vegetable Project

Update on the activities of the GhIH/CSHS Dry Season Vegetable Project

As CSHS members are aware from periodic updates in this newsletter, the Canadian Society of
Horticultural Science continues to partner with the Ghana Institute of Horticulturists (GhIH) on the Dry
Season Vegetable Project. The project management team in Ghana reported in late 2008 on the year’s

activities. The project was extremely active.

The project worked toward its goal of capacity building within GhIH:

The GhIH boasts a very involved student membership with six student groups. Groups participated
in tours as diverse as visiting an ornamental nursery and a visit and lecture on vegetables in diet at
an antenatal clinic for expectant mothers. One student group also participated in the celebration of
World Food Day, organised by Food Security Advocacy Network (FoodSPAN) Ghana, with the
theme “The EU-Africa Economic Partnership Agreement: its Impact on Developing Economies and
Agriculture”.

The project also supports efforts for the GhIH to collaborate with another parallel project, The
Ghana Society for Animal Production (GSAP) Project, which is funded via CIDA along with the
GhIH/CSHS Project under the Agricultural Institute of Canada’s International Twinning
Partnership Program. Dry Season Vegetable Project members participated in a collaborative
meeting with GSAP looking at ways to integrate livestock production into the vegetable project
sites.

GhIH held a National Public Lecture in April 2008, entitled “The Potentials of Moringa: The
Miracle Tree. Held in Kumasi, the lecture was attended by more than 200 participants.

In September 2008, the GhIH held its 9" AGM and conference in Accra. The theme was
“Achieving Middle Income Status in Ghana: The Role of the Horticultural Industry in the
Millennium Challenge Account (MCA)”. Over 200 people attended, and were treated to a
symposium with 32 scientific papers.

A sixth volume of the Ghana Journal of Horticulture was published as well.

Activities in the farming communities were expanded:

New radio program segments were produced and broadcast to farmers on subjects such as
producing compost, making neem extracts and other technologies, and surveys confirmed that
farmers are listening and applying the knowledge in their farming practice.
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Plate 1: Mrs. Idun delivering a lecture on

Farmer Field Schools were held, training more farmers in sustainable vegetable production
practices. This time, the field schools also introduced propagation methods of orange fleshed sweet
potato.

The project distributed mango tree seedlings to the community farm sites. It is hoped that mango, a
drought-resistant tree that will bear valuable fruit may protect the sites from fires set to capture
game. Communities will likely take more care not to set fires where they may go out of control and
burn the vegetable gardens. Communities welcomed the idea and planted and cared for the
seedlings, though some were lost in the catastrophic floods that hit Ghana.

GhIH has been given a portion of an irrigated site at a university for vegetable germplasm
multiplication. The farmers can maintain their seed stock outside the production areas adding
protection against floods and droughts

Multiplication of orange flesh sweet potato is being carried out at Karni, Babile and Busa farming
sites. Tubers from the initial stock were harvested in November. At Karni, vines are being
multiplied for the four water user groups (the blind, the physically challenged, the women group
and the regular farmers). Unfortunately, the multiplication efforts suffered a setback due to the
floods. Nandom lost everything and Babile has only a small plot left to harvest in November.

o
1 .
4
4

Plate 2: A large and attentive audience crowds

vegetables at an antenatal clinic for pregnant the room for the scientific symposium held with
women. the 9" Annual General Meeting in Accra.

Photo credits: Patrick Kumah

Devastating drought:

For the second year running, northern Ghana was hit by devastating climatic changes. In spring, the
Upper West Region experienced very severe droughts that resulted in the drying out of many dug outs
and wells. This prevented farmers from planting early. Those who planted lost everything to the

droughts.

Devastating floods:
In July to September, the region was hit by floods. This time, the Upper West Region was worst hit. At
Babile, the community’s only dam broke and water gushed out uncontrollably destroying farms and
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hopes while the farmers looked on helplessly. Piina dam, the biggest of all the five dams, had virtually
no water left and has to be reconstructed. Although the land area affected in the project’s communities
seem small by Canadian standards, the number of people depending on the food produced on these
plots is high.

Over 26 (10 female and 16 male) farmers at Babile, with average dependence of 5 people each, lost at
least %4 an acre to the floods. Theses farmers cropped mainly maize in the rainy season. In Busa 14
female farmers and 12 male farmers, with average dependence of 7 each, lost 4.5 acres in total to the
floods. These farmers cropped pepper, potatoes, maize, rice, garden eggs, okra and local leafy
vegetables. In Karni, 189 female and 16 male farmers were affected. Total land affected was 20 acres.
Crops affected include maize, garden eggs, and pepper.

e

Plate 3: Broken dam at Babile Plate 4: Broken Dam at Piina

Photo credits: Abubakari A. Halim and Gustav Mahunu

Future activities:

The activities toward building capacity of the GhIH and developing dry season vegetable crop
production continue. In addition, two Canadian and two Ghanaian project management team members
are making plans to attend the International Partner’s Meeting (IPM), which brings together members
from all of AIC’s International Twinning Partnership Projects. The IPM will take place in July in Sri
Lanka.

Josée Owen, M.Sc., Biologist

Sustainable Production Systems: High Value Crops
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Telephone: 506-743-2464

Facsimile: 506-743-8316

1045 ch. St-Joseph Road, P.O. Box/C.P. 2069
Bouctouche, New Brunswick

Canada E4S 2J2

Josée.Owen@AGR.GC.CA
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Invitation

«z Invitation =

You are cordially invited to attend the
Fhodedendrons Stamp Unwveiling
Ceremony in Kentville, N5

On Friday, March 13, 2009 ar 17 a.m.
Atlantic Food &

Hoticulture Reseasrch Centre

32 Main 5S¢

Kenppille, N5, B4IN 7[5

Flease R3VE on orbefore harch 11
to Genewiéve Latour at 902 404 4074

or genevieve. latourf@ecanadapost.ca

Wous etes cordialement inwvités 4 la
cérémonie dévoilant le imbre consacré
aux rhododendrons a Kentwville, N.-E.

Lo vendreds 13 mars 2009 3717 4
Centre de recherches de I'Atlantique
sur les aliments et 'heorti culture

32 rue Main

Kenwille, N.-E., B4N i]5

Weuillez confirmer votre présence avant
le 11 mars aupres de Genevieve Latour
au 902,494 4074 cu par courriel a
genevieve latour@canadapost.ca
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