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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Greetings CSHS members! With the aches, pains and doldrums’ associated 
with winter still upon us, it is great to see the activities that CSHS has been 
involved with, and has planned for the upcoming year.  Of immediate interest is 
the upcoming CSHS Annual Meeting which is being held on 18 June 2009, at 
Laval University.  This meeting is providing the opportunity to interact with 
horticulturalists from a variety of disciplines and locations as a result of the 
integration of our meeting with the ISHS sponsored, Greensys 2009 meeting 

and also the Annual Meeting of the Horticulture Research Center at Laval University. Please note that 
registration deadline for this event is quickly approaching (March 27).  I hope you consider attending 
our Annual Meeting, and if you have any thoughts on sessions that we should try to organize for this 
meeting (including invited speakers), please let us know. 
 
David Percival, Ph.D. 
President of CSHS 
dpercival@nsac.ca 
Telephone: (902) 893-7852 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 
 

Dear Colleagues,   
Welcome to March 2009 CSHS’s newsletter. The next CSHS annual meeting 
will be held with the Joint CSHS/CRH/Greensys 2009 meeting, which will take 
place from June 14−19, 2009 in Quebec City, Quebec. Efforts will commence 
on the 2009 CSHS awards. CSHS will provide student travel, best oral and 
poster contribution awards and invite speakers for the conference. The tentative 
date of the next CSHS Board Meeting is June 18, 2009 at Quebec City. 

CSHS 2008 Financial Statements: 
Balance Sheet Items 
 
Bank - $29,486 - available for Society use. 
 
Bank - Endowment Fund: $1,034 plus $15.00  accrued interest. The investment is a Rate Riser GIC 
with the Bank of Montreal, maturing May 25, 2010 and is cashable after May 25, 2008. 
 
Investment Certificates: Macoun Hill – $ 10,648.58 plus $170.00 accrued interest - invested May 17, 
2008, in a Bank of Montreal variable rate GIC with interest rate at 2.50%.  
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Investment Certificate: $10,056.84 Western Canadian Society for Horticulture - $9,936.84 plus 
$120.00 accrued interest invested in a variable rate GIC with interest rate 2.4%. The maturity date is 
July 22, 2009. 
 
Prepaid Expenses: $1,707.92 – $450.75 to M. Guellaume Grégoire for translation of the Hortshorts, 
$807.69 to Shahrokh Khanizadeh for internet domain name registration and site renewal and $449.49 
for six months Directors and Officers Liability insurance. 
 
Accounts Payable: $1,124.72 – $852.72, 2008 expense for AIC 4th. quarter services. $32.51 
investment interest due to Macoun Hill fund and the balance of $239.50 is Canadian Journal of Plant 
Science subscriptions collected and payable to AIC. 
 
WCSH Fund: $10,056.84 – investment and accrued interest.  This is a balance sheet account and as 
such will not be treated as income to the Society until further instructions are provided. 
 
Deferred CSHS Fees: $2,245.00 – year 2009 membership fees collected in 2008.  This revenue will be 
recognized on January 01, 2009. 
 
Plant Canada Report: 
At the 2007 Plant Canada meeting held in Saskatchewan, it was decided to hold the Plant Canada 
meeting every four years.  The next Plant Canada meeting is scheduled to be in Halifax in 2011, and 
CSHS is taking a co-sponsoring role with the Canadian Society of Agronomy with this meeting. 
Tentative date: July 18−22, 2011. 
 
ISHS Country Membership: 
ISHS revised a new Annual Country Membership Fee of €240 (~$360/year) and it was decided that 
CSHS would pay the ISHS Country Membership Fee with the understanding that ISHS is to provide an 
overview of what services ISHS can provide to CSHS. Once the ISHS Country Membership Fee has 
been paid, it is anticipated the next task will be to get CSHS representation on ISHS’s Council.  CSHS 
will be sending out a “call of interest” by e-mail to CSHS members and may have an election if 
sufficient interest in present.  If you are interested, please feel free to contact Samir Debnath 
(Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA). 
 
CSHS Web Site: 
CSHS continued to be very fortunate in having an excellent web site under the maintenance of 
Shahrokh Khanizadeh. The site has information on the society, membership information, upcoming 
meetings, awards, opportunities, etc.  CSHS is also providing space on its server for the Plant Canada 
web site.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding the web site, please feel free to contact 
Shahrokh or other members of the CSHS Executive. 
 
AIC/CSHS International Activities: 
An update on the activities of the Ghanaian Institute of Horticulturists (GhIH)/CSHS Dry Season 
Vegetable Project was provided by Josee Owen. The objectives for the project have been to improve 
irrigated vegetable production in the Upper West Region of Ghana, and support GhIH through 
membership, publication of the journal and vibrant student association.  The project was extremely 
active with outcomes including increased amount and types of vegetables, improved nutrition and 
health, increased family income, more employment reduces migration, which reduces AIDS and 
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Guinea worm infection and greater gender equity. However, the region was hit by severe droughts and 
floods. 
 
Scientific Meetings Related to Horticulture: 
(i) 2009 - International Symposium on Sustainable Greenhouse Systems Greensys 2009, Hotel Loews 
Concord, Quebec City Canada from June 14–18, 2009 (www.greensys2009.com). For more 
information contact Dr. Martine Dorais (Doraism@agr,gc.ca) or Dr. André Gosselin 
(Andre.Gosselin@crh.ulaval.ca), Tel. 1-418-656-2131 Ext. 2068 or Fax 1-418-656-7871. 
 
(ii)  Next Plant Canada Meeting. The next CSA/CSHS sponsored Plant Canada meeting will be held in 
Halifax in 2011. The tentative date is July 18-22, 2011. 
 
Canadian Journal of Plant Science (CJPS): 
An international peer-reviewed journal, shared with the Canadian Society of Agronomy (CSA), is the 
Society’s principal scientific publication. The CJPS is published 4 times per year (January, April, July 
and October) and features sections in Vegetables, Ornamentals and Fruit and Pest Management. An 
Application of Technology section provides an excellent vehicle to publish results of applied studies in 
all aspects of horticulture. Review articles are published in all areas of plant science and ensure a 
continuing high profile for the Journal. CSHS members serve as Associate Editors, and the Editorship 
of the journal alternates between CSA and CSHS. Why not take advantage of your CSHS membership 
to obtain special discounts on either paper or electronic Internet subscriptions to CJPS? Electronic-only 
subscription is a special privilege available only to members and represents a 70% discount on the non-
member rate. Consult the Journal Web site (http://pubs.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/aic-journals/cjps.html) for further 
information.  
 
We encourage all active members to do their best recruiting new members. Please send us your: job 
offers, published papers, posters, presentations, questions, suggestions, nominations and any other 
relevant information that could be of interest to our members. The CSHS web site and Newsletter are 
there for you.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Samir Debnath, Ph.D., P.Ag. 
Secretary-Treasurer of CSHS 
Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA 

_________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greensys2009.com/
mailto:(Doraism@agr,.gc.ca
mailto:(Andre.Gosselin@crh.ulaval.ca
http://www.nrc.ca/aic-journals/cjps.html
http://pubs.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/aic-journals/cjps.html
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Please, do not forget to send your information to Denis Charlebois  

 
Name and contact information of potential corporate members 

Name and contact information of teaching institutions (college, university) 
 

Contact us 

For more information or for membership forms, contact the executive or:  
Secretary-Treasurer  
Samir Debnath  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,   
PO Box 39088, 308 Brookfield Road 
St John's, NL A1E 5Y7 
Samir.Debnath@AGR.GC.CA 
http://res2.agr.ca/stjohns/emp/debnath_e.htm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://res2.agr.ca/stjohns/emp/debnath_e.htm
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CSHS Annual Meeting/Greensys 2009 
June 17 to 19, 2009 
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Abstract/Poster format for CSHS Annual Meeting, 2009

Please submit your abstract to: Denis Charlebois, 430 Gouin Blvd., Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu , Quebec 
J3B 3E6; Tel: 450-515-2026, Fax: 450-346-7740, Email: Denis.Charlebois@AGR.GC.CA  
 
Format: 
 
Title 
(Skip line) 
Author(s). Underline the name of the presenting author 
Address(es). Use numbers for multiple addresses 
(Skip line) 
Abstract 
 
Follow this example to present your abstract:  
 
Fruit Phenology of American Elder: Picking the Right Fruits? 
 
Fannie Mathieu1, 2, Normand Chevrier1 and Denis Charlebois2 
1Facul des sciences, Département des sciences biologiques, Université du Québec à Montréal, C.P. 
8888, Succursale Centre-ville, Montréal (Québec), H3C 3P8, Canada; 
2Agriculture et Agroalimentaire Canada, Centre de recherche et de développement en horticulture, 430, 
boulevard Gouin, Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu (Québec), J3B 3E6, Canada 
 
American elder (Sambucus nigra L.), a shrub native to North America, shows great promises as a 
functional food. In order to better understand its phenology, fruit development from blooming to full 
ripening of the wild type and five cultivars (“Kent”, “Nova”, “Scotia”, “Victoria” and “York”) was 
studied over a period of two years. Five maturation stages (blooming, veraison, fruit enlargement, 
development of a red color and development of a purple-black color) were defined based on visual 
characteristics (shape and coloration). A small but significant difference in the total duration of the 
maturation process was observed between the two years. The wild type and the cultivar “York” took 
more time to reach maturity than all the other cultivars tested. The wild type required two more weeks 
in 2006 than in 2007 while all cultivars only needed two more days. Our results indicate that flowering 
in the wild type and all tested cultivars, and fruit development in the tested cultivars are rather 
insensitive to yearly variations in environmental conditions. However, fruit development in the wild 
type can be adversely affected resulting in a delayed maturation. 

Poster format: 
Please use the following guidelines to prepare your poster: 
 
Allocated poster space 38OH 54O. The poster MUST NOT exceed these dimensions. Use one of the 
standard size formats (24OH 36O or 36OH 48O) or any other size either in landscape or portrait as long as 
it fits in the allocated space. 

mailto:Denis.Charlebois@AGR.GC.CA
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Layout suggestion: 
 
Limit the text to about 25 to 50% of the poster space. Use images, photographs and graphs to present 
your research. Make a banner to display the title, name and affiliation at top-center of the poster. 
 
Generally, the poster should read from left to right and top to bottom. Number the individuals 
paragraphs, panels, boxes, etc. if needed. 
 
The text should be readable from five feet away. Use a minimum font size of 18 points. Lettering for 
the title should be large (at least 70-point font). Use all capital letters for the title. Use of the following 
format/sections: 
 
Title 
Author names and affiliation 
Abstract 
Introduction 
Materials and methods 
Result/discussion 
Conclusions 
References 
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GreenSys 2009 
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Tentative date: July 18-22, 2011 
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GhIH/CSHS Dry Season Vegetable Project 
 

 
 
Update on the activities of the GhIH/CSHS Dry Season Vegetable Project 
 
As CSHS members are aware from periodic updates in this newsletter, the Canadian Society of 
Horticultural Science continues to partner with the Ghana Institute of Horticulturists (GhIH) on the Dry 
Season Vegetable Project. The project management team in Ghana reported in late 2008 on the year’s 
activities. The project was extremely active.  
 
The project worked toward its goal of capacity building within GhIH: 
• The GhIH boasts a very involved student membership with six student groups. Groups participated 

in tours as diverse as visiting an ornamental nursery and a visit and lecture on vegetables in diet at 
an antenatal clinic for expectant mothers. One student group also participated in the celebration of 
World Food Day, organised by Food Security Advocacy Network (FoodSPAN) Ghana, with the 
theme “The EU-Africa Economic Partnership Agreement: its Impact on Developing Economies and 
Agriculture”. 

• The project also supports efforts for the GhIH to collaborate with another parallel project, The 
Ghana Society for Animal Production (GSAP) Project, which is funded via CIDA along with the 
GhIH/CSHS Project under the Agricultural Institute of Canada’s International Twinning 
Partnership Program. Dry Season Vegetable Project members participated in a collaborative 
meeting with GSAP looking at ways to integrate livestock production into the vegetable project 
sites. 

• GhIH held a National Public Lecture in April 2008, entitled “The Potentials of Moringa: The 
Miracle Tree. Held in Kumasi, the lecture was attended by more than 200 participants.  

• In September 2008, the GhIH held its 9th AGM and conference in Accra. The theme was 
“Achieving Middle Income Status in Ghana: The Role of the Horticultural Industry in the 
Millennium Challenge Account (MCA)”. Over 200 people attended, and were treated to a 
symposium with 32 scientific papers.  

• A sixth volume of the Ghana Journal of Horticulture was published as well. 
 
Activities in the farming communities were expanded: 
• New radio program segments were produced and broadcast to farmers on subjects such as 

producing compost, making neem extracts and other technologies, and surveys confirmed that 
farmers are listening and applying the knowledge in their farming practice. 
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• Farmer Field Schools were held, training more farmers in sustainable vegetable production 
practices. This time, the field schools also introduced propagation methods of orange fleshed sweet 
potato. 

• The project distributed mango tree seedlings to the community farm sites. It is hoped that mango, a 
drought-resistant tree that will bear valuable fruit may protect the sites from fires set to capture 
game. Communities will likely take more care not to set fires where they may go out of control and 
burn the vegetable gardens. Communities welcomed the idea and planted and cared for the 
seedlings, though some were lost in the catastrophic floods that hit Ghana.  

• GhIH has been given a portion of an irrigated site at a university for vegetable germplasm 
multiplication. The farmers can maintain their seed stock outside the production areas adding 
protection against floods and droughts 

• Multiplication of orange flesh sweet potato is being carried out at Karni, Babile and Busa farming 
sites. Tubers from the initial stock were harvested in November. At Karni, vines are being 
multiplied for the four water user groups (the blind, the physically challenged, the women group 
and the regular farmers). Unfortunately, the multiplication efforts suffered a setback due to the 
floods. Nandom lost everything and Babile has only a small plot left to harvest in November. 

 

                          
Plate 1: Mrs. Idun delivering a lecture on   Plate 2: A large and attentive audience crowds  
vegetables at an antenatal clinic for pregnant  the room for the scientific symposium held with 
women.       the 9th Annual General Meeting in Accra. 
 
Photo credits: Patrick Kumah  
 
Devastating drought: 
For the second year running, northern Ghana was hit by devastating climatic changes. In spring, the 
Upper West Region experienced very severe droughts that resulted in the drying out of many dug outs 
and wells. This prevented farmers from planting early. Those who planted lost everything to the 
droughts.  
 
Devastating floods: 
In July to September, the region was hit by floods. This time, the Upper West Region was worst hit. At 
Babile, the community’s only dam broke and water gushed out uncontrollably destroying farms and 
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hopes while the farmers looked on helplessly. Piina dam, the biggest of all the five dams, had virtually 
no water left and has to be reconstructed.  Although the land area affected in the project’s communities 
seem small by Canadian standards, the number of people depending on the food produced on these 
plots is high. 
 
Over 26 (10 female and 16 male) farmers at Babile, with average dependence of 5 people each, lost at 
least ¼ an acre to the floods. Theses farmers cropped mainly maize in the rainy season. In Busa 14 
female farmers and 12 male farmers, with average dependence of 7 each, lost 4.5 acres in total to the 
floods. These farmers cropped pepper, potatoes, maize, rice, garden eggs, okra and local leafy 
vegetables. In Karni, 189 female and 16 male farmers were affected. Total land affected was 20 acres. 
Crops affected include maize, garden eggs, and pepper.  
 

    
Plate 3:  Broken dam at Babile    Plate 4: Broken Dam at Piina  
 
Photo credits: Abubakari A. Halim and Gustav Mahunu  
 
Future activities: 
The activities toward building capacity of the GhIH and developing dry season vegetable crop 
production continue. In addition, two Canadian and two Ghanaian project management team members 
are making plans to attend the International Partner’s Meeting (IPM), which brings together members 
from all of AIC’s International Twinning Partnership Projects. The IPM will take place in July in Sri 
Lanka. 
 
Josée Owen, M.Sc., Biologist 
Sustainable Production Systems: High Value Crops  
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
Telephone: 506-743-2464 
Facsimile: 506-743-8316 
1045 ch. St-Joseph Road, P.O. Box/C.P. 2069  
Bouctouche, New Brunswick 
Canada E4S 2J2 
Josée.Owen@AGR.GC.CA 
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